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THE EMPLOYMENT OF CHILDREN IN 
THEATRES. 


THERE appeared some months ago in these columns the 
long and interesting paper read by Miss Bear before the 
Women’s Liberal Federation Conference. Our readers will 
be interested to read the other side of the question, as 
addressed by the well-known philanthropist Mrs. Jeune in a 
letter to the London Zimes, and published in that paper on 
Monday last :— 

Sir,—As the Bill for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children 
comes on in the House of Lords to-morrow, I venture to 
ask you to insert my letter in The Times I think Iam 
justified in asking your kind indulgence, as I have worked 
for many years in London, principally among children and 
young women, and have as much practical knowledge as 
many of the advocates on both sides, I do not want to be 
considered an advocate of the London managers of, or to be 
unreasonably opposed to those who wish to stop the employ- 
ment of children in, theatres, but as an outsider to state a 
few facts within my own personal knowledge, which may 
perhaps show that if the House of Lords passes the clause 
which prohibits children from appearing in pantomimes, 
&c., it will be passing a law which will inflict a great amount 
of hardship and suffering on a vast number of poor families 
in London. 

I do not think anyone now seriously maintains that any 
cruelty or unkindness is ever shown to the children during 
their training, and that every care is not taken that their 
lives shall be as devoid of unsanitary surroundings—such as 
over-work, want of food or freshfair—as possible. No one 
who has been behind the scenes in any of the London 
theatres can maintain for a moment that such is not the 
case. The children’s looks and demeanour are ample evi- 
dence that, as far as personal enjoyment and comfort are 
concerned, they are perfectly happy and well treated. Their 
school, play, and dressing rooms are large and airy, and well 
warmed in winter; care is taken that when on the stage 
they are well clothed ; the submission enforced is necessarily 
complete, for behind the scenes, with its limited space, it 
would obviously be impossible that the children should run 
wild; and, in most cases, especially at the Crystal Palace, 
where the children have long distances to go home, they ara 
sent to the station in charge of an employé, and many of 
the mothers whose children dance, and are themselves en- 
gaged as dressers, take charge of those children who ar 


alone. I do not think anyone will deny these facts, besides 
which I speak from personal knowledge. 

The opponents of the employment of children lay great 
stress on the fatigue, the excitement, the late hours, and the 
demoralising surroundings these children are exposed to as 
entirely subversive of health and morality. I think the 
question of health is answered, and with regard to the other 
I think I can show in contrast how very much benefit the 
children derive from the discipline and control which a 
stage-training affords. If every child had a clean, comfort- 
able home with plenty of food, regular hours, and unlimited 
sleep, I should like at once to stop it entering a theatre, but 
as many of them never come within the shadow of such a 
peaceful existence their time at the theatre is a distinct 
advantage. As an illustration of the evening life of the 
children in the East-end of London and Drury-lane, from 
where these children are principally drawn, I went to White- 
chapel on Monday last to see some children dancing at an 
East-end theatre, and found them bright, clean, and happy 
enough, leaving for their home at 10-15, when I said ‘‘ Good 
night” to them to find my way to Bishopsgate. There were 
no cabs or omnibuses about, so I had to walk along Com- 
mercial Street (with its narrow alleys and courts full of the 

rest houses), along Bethnal Green Road, through to 
Yhurch Street and Great Nicholas Street, all of which were 
swarming with children, some lying on the pavement, play- 
ing in the gutter, and the older girls aipting, 28 the doorsteps 
nursing the baby. All this in sight of public-houses full of 
men and women all drinking and some very drunk, who, 
reeling out into the street, made the place ring with their 
shouts and oaths. Before one public-house a group of some 20 
children were watching with great interest and amusement 
@ man and woman, both so drunk they were unable to move 
and had fallen on the pavement. The children, with ears 
and eyes wide open, were laughing and enjoying the disgust- 
ing sight, and with variations this continued till past mid- 
night, when those with homes retired, the children having 
taken their fill of sights of vice and drunkenness. 

No one can gravely say that to children familiarised to 
such surroundings the life at a theatre is degrading or de- 
moralising. Asa matter of fact, the hours spent at a theatre 
are the only ones in such children’s lives, except during 
school times, when they are ex to any influences 
except the most debasing. I know rovees dl women who have 
spent their lives at a theatre from the,time they were five 
years old, who have grown up and married respectably 
and well, and who are as good and honest and Sage 
as any other class of working women in London, who woul 
gladly bear out my testimony. 

But the real hardship of preventing children acting in 
theatres comes in, as it will in thousands of cases, where the 
earnings of the children help to keep the house together, 
and enable many a poor widow or invalid father to keep out 
of the “‘ house.” Only those who know the poor well know 
with what horror they view the “house,” and how, through 
the direst poverty they try to keep together what they 

all their ‘‘little bi 


ts and the home,” and the children’s 
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money is the most important addition to the family income 
—indeed, the addition that enables the love and ‘affection 
and the sacred feeling the poor have for their home to exist. 
I could tell heart-rending tales of consumptive fathers, half- 
starved under-fed mothers who cannot get enough 
work, try how they will, to keep starvation from the door, 
but whose children have enabled them to do so, and who 
are rewarded by the possession of a home where love, affec- 
tion, unselfishness, and devotion reign, and teach one a 
— new and “nbaere of, and = pais hap § swept 
this passes, and only ac earts and empt; 
homes left in its place. . J we 

I hope that everyone who gives a vote to-morrow will 
think of what he is destroying, of the homes that will not 
longer exist, as poor, as good, and as happy as his own, or 
to Ne what a Asan woman said to me last week, a widow 
with eight children, two of whom were employed in the 
re me at Drury Lane last winter, ‘‘I don’t know what 

shall do if this passes, for me and the children must have 
gone into the ‘house’ last winter if it had not been for the 
money Polly and Edith got at pantomime time.” Sixteen 
shillings a week does not sound much, but to this very poor 
woman it made the difference of keeping her children with 
her instead of being obliged to see them go to the parish 
school, ex to the demoralising influence of the wave of 
pauper children that come in and out during the winter 
months. 

One argument against the employment of children is that 
it encourages lazy and drunken parents to force their 
children to work that they may live on their earnings. 
There are no doubt some such cases, but I do not believe 
nearly enough to justify such exceptional measures bein 
taken to make them provide for their family, for they woul 
have contracted ineradicable habits of idleness, and if their 
children could no longer act they weuld send them into the 
streets to beg or sell flowers and matches. These trades are 
as well plied at night as during the day, and is there any- 
thing in our large towns so as the little ragged dripping 
figure that stands at the corners of the streets imploring one 
to buy someting, for they are so wet and hungry, and if 
this Bill passes their numbers will be indefinitely increased. 
Such parents are those that come under the notice of the 
various agencies for the protection of children, and they do 
exist, but when such a crusade as the present one is being 
organised, the flood of information, more or less accurate, 
that is poured on one is perfectly overwhelming, and _ it 
seems impossible to escape from the conviction that the 
whole community is suffering from the evil you are 
trying to cure, and the difficulty of discriminating what is 
fact or what is exaggeration becomes enormous; therefore 
we should accept with great caution many of the statements 
made on the subject, especially with regard to the parents. 
The love of their children and their desire to keep them 
pure and good in my experience is the strongest feeling 
the r have, and though the help they can bring to the 
family funds isa very important matter, no large number 
of parents exist who maintain themselves in idleness on 
their children’s earnings. 

I have trespassed too long, sir, on your space, but there 
was one statement made with regard to this question on 
which I should like to say one word. It was with reference 
to the morality of the ballet girls employed in the London 
theatres. I have been manager of a very large home in 
London for fallen women, which contains 40 inmates, and of 
which I have had entire control fer over 11 years. Durin 
that time over 2,000 women have been received into it an 

out again in life. Of that number, drawn from all 
classes and professions—governesses, servants, dressmakers, 
factory girls, &c.—only two came from the stage or were in 
any way connected with it. I think the fact is so important 
that it needs no comment, but it isa strong piece of evidence 
in favour of those who maintain—and, I believe, from long 
experience maintain truly—that no girl need necessarily be 
vicious because she is an actress, and to those whodread the 
early training of children in theatres it surely must be a 
consolation. I cannot help thinking that if a register of 
children employed in theatres were kept and an inspector 
appointed, either by Government or the County Council, 
and certain regulations laid down, that it would meet all 
the objections that our most ardent opponents have made. 
The whole agitation has grown out of a Bill to put down 
entirely different abuses, and it is only by a side-wind the 
question has been raised—and a great deal of hysterical 
sentiment has got mixed up with it. Will the Government 
not be persuaded to accept some such compromise, and if, 
after full and fair inspection, it is decided no children should 
take part in theatrical performances, then let them be 
stop ; but do not let us in a moment of excitement, the 
result of a fit. of the philanthropic gush which sometimes 
takes possession of us Englishwomen, and through us com- 
municates itself to the House of Commons, pass a clause 
which those who are competent to judge consider quite 
unnecessary, and which undoubtedly will inflict great 
suffering and privation on a class whose existence already is 
hard and weary enough.— Your obedient servant, 

August 4. Mary JEUNE. 


The strike of the women Winders of Nottingham has 
come to anend. They have gone in on reduced financial 
terms, but better conditions, which the women think will be: 
€ juivalent to the two shillings reduction. 


MANCHESTER CAPITAL AT CARNA, IN 
CONNEMARA. 


Wuat Irish people are capable of doing if only they have a 
little capital placed at their disposal is strikingly shown hy 
the results of Manchester’s loan of £672 to the poor peasants 
of Carni, in Connemara. The money was lent a year ago, 
and has been used under the supervision of a Manchester 
committee, greatly aided by the famous parish priest Father 
Tom. There was no blacker poverty ia Ireland than that 
at Carna, and yet in one year the results of developing the 
industrious independence of the people have been so striking 
that one of the poor-law guardians of the district reported 
last Easter that— 

** At the time of the previous visit there were upwards of 


60 families in Carna in receipt of relief from the guardians, 
whereas now there were not six ; and of numerous debts of 
£4, £5, and £6, which had been owing to him as a shop. 
keeper, most were now paid off.” The work was begun by 
securing the co-operation of a London merchant, so says 


The Freeman's Journal, who undertook to employ female 


labour in Carna in making knitted underclothing for child- 
ren, and other articles. for which he had a large sale. He 
sent teachers forthwith, and within a couple of months had 
a large number of women and girls employed in remunera- 
tive work. At the present time he has in employment 
upwards of 600 females, earning from 3s. to 8s. a week. 


Difficulties that involve some little delay in organising the 


fishing industry at Carna have been met with, but the 
supply of boats, &c., is now under consideration, and it is 
expected that in a short time remunerative employment in 
fishing will be provided for many of the able-bodied men of 
the parish. As a tentative measure, nets and other appli- 
ances for use in existing boats, to the value of nearly £100, 
have been supplied, and the results as regards take of fish 
have been highly encouraging. Owing, however, to difficul- 
_ties of transit—Carna being 52 miles by road from Galway, 
and there being no regular communication between the two 
places by water—it is difficult to reach a market in England 


for the fresh fish in the available time. To mimimise this 
hindrance arrangements were made with a Liverpool fish 
merchant (Mr. Phillips) to buy all the salted mackerel and 
herring that might be taken. The fish, however, can only 
be caught in large quantities by boats capable of going long 
distances to sea. The fish taken by the present boats is 
mainly cod, and this cannot be purchased for salting at a 
price remunerative to the fisherman. If a market were 
available for it in the fresh state, good prices might be ob- 
tained, but so far what could be sold in neighbouring 
districts has of course realised very low prices. Still, the 
experience gained is valuable, as indicating what is possible 
under more favourable conditions. "With a view to the 
development of the fishing industry, a man was sent to 
Carna to give instruction in the use of the nets supplied, 
and also in the method of preparing and curing the fish 
(mackerel and herring). It may, too, be added that money 
was advanced for the supply of barrels for storing the cured 
fish. In anticipation of future requirements, also, twenty 
Carna boys have been sent to Baltimore to be instructed at 
Father Davis’s Technical School in the various branches of 
the fishing industry. a 
With a view to introducing improved methods of spinning 
and weaving—-the appliances hitherto used being of a most 
primitive character, and the work done being conse uently 
of the rudest description—some spinning-wheels and looms 
of modern construction have been provided, and instruction 
in the use of these is now being arranged for. One of the 
first undertakings of the company was the acquisition of a 
house at Kilkerran, near Carna, for the purpose of conduct- 
ing their operations. At this house instruction paid for by 
the Industrial Fund is given by two practical teachers in 
such branches of work as promise remunerative employ- 
ment, and as the learners become proficient they are 
employed in producing knitted work, crochet, &c., for the 
company. The house is under the superintendence of Miss 
May Southern, who has very nobly sacrificed her own home 
comforts to go to this isolated and lonely place in order to 
help forward the good work of relieving a large population 
of the constant apprehension of starving, and placing 1n 
their hands the means of attaining comfort and security. 
We wish the movement heartily God-speed, but we trust 
that great care will be taken by its promoters to guard 
against any of these new earnings sifting into the lan lords 
pockets. In the present strained relation of landlord and 


tenant in Ireland there is ample reason to fear that rents 
will go up in Carna. 
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MR. AND MRS. GLADSTONE’S RETURN 
TO HAWARDEN. 


Tue village of Hawarden was gaily decorated from one end 


to the other on Saturday, every house being artistically 
adorned with flags and ferns, whilst over the roadway an arch 
was erected bearing the numbers 1839 and 1889. At the 
Moor Lodge a line of flags was flying. and beneath them the 
motto, “1839. Groesaw Adref, 1889” (“Welcome Home”). 
Outside the gate of Mr. Hancock's residence, the chairman 
of the Golden Wedding Executive Committee, was a banner 
Learing the words, “ Congratulations to Mr. and Mrs. Glad- 
stone.” On their arrival at Aston Bank Lane, about a 
quarter of a mile outside the village, Mr. and Mrs. Gladstone 
were met by the Committee of Management, of which Mr. 
Hancock is chairman. The horses were taken out of the 
carriage in which the right hon. gentleman and Mrs. Glad- 
stone were seated and two strong ropes were attached to it. 
Thirty men from the estate then drew the carriage through 
the village, preceded by the band of the Denbighshire 
Hussars. On approaching the front of the Castle the crowd 
of some hundreds of spectators gave a hearty cheer. A con- 
gratulatory address was then presented by Mr. Hancock, in 
which many local references were made, and concluding :— 

“Tt is the general desire to have in our midst a permanent 
memorial of your golden wedding. 
pose to erect in the central village of the parish will be, 
we trust, no unfitting symbol of that marriage which has 
been the fruitful source of such abundant and extended 
blessing. To these words of congratulation we cannot 
refrain from adding an expression of deep and hearty sym- 
pathy with him whose illness alone mars the brightness of 
this celebration, and the earnest hope and prayer that he 
may be ere long restored to you and to us in health and 
strength, and to this prayer we link another—that the union 
which has lasted through a public life of lengthened and 
distinguished service may be prolonged for years to come 
into the enjoyment of that rest and leisure which such lives 
have so nobly earned.” 

Mr. Gladstone, who was received with cheers, made a 
most touching address, in the course of which he said: ‘ We 
have been singularly blessed, sir, in our children. (Hear, 
hear.) They have been brought up around us, I may venture 
to say, without constraint. They have never been governed 
at any period of their lives by force. (Hear, hear.) We 
have had faith in the principles of love and of mutual 
attachment, and we have received in their conduct. our 
richest reward. (Cheers.) With the exception of the cases 
in which it has pleased the Almighty that serious anxieties 
of health should arise, and of one single case, now long ago, 
the bereavement of one loved little daughter, there has never 
been in connection with any one of them occasion in either 
of our hearts for a moment’s anxiety or solicitude.” (Hear, 
hear.) 

Subsequently cheers were given for Mr. and Mrs. Gladstone 
and Mr. W. H. Gladstone. At night there was a display of 
fireworks in the park. 


WORK AND EARNINGS. 


The first Dorothy restaurant (for ladies only) in London 
is paying twenty per cent. The second, recently opened, 
is also doing well, and a third is proposed. 


+ 
* & 


Three sisters figured on the recent medical honour list 
issued by the Vienna University, all of whom had simul- 
tancously passed their examinations as doctors of medicine. 
The ladies are the Mdlles. Welt, of Czernowitz, and two of 
the trio have a'ready left their native country for the United 
States, where they intend to practice their profession. 
The third hopes to find honour and patients in her native 
town of Czernowitz. 


* 
* %& 


Women have to do a full share of rough field work in 
Poland. The country is an essentially agricultural one, 
and as the peasants’ allotments are invariably too small to 
support a family many women go out as hired labourers. 
These women earn in summer from threepence to fivepence 
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a day with food, and from fourpence to sixpence without. 


The quality of the food which is thus esti 
| per head cannot be much. a a, 


; * + 

Washington seems to be just now the centre of the 
professional movement among American ladies. Thus we 
read in a contemporary that “Chief Justice Fuller’s 
daughter, who graduated the other day at Wellesley, is to 
study law under her distinguished father, and to appear like 
a second Portia, in the courts of justice.” Miss Mildred 
Portia Fuller will, however, only be following precedent, 
as several lady lawyers have already been admitted to 
practice before the Supreme Court. Then there is Senator 
Wade's daughter, who is studying to be a_ professional 
nurse ; Miss Kelley (whose papa is Judge Kelley), who is 
a “regular practising physician”; and Representative 
im daughter, a trained teacher in the public 
schools. 


* 
+ ‘ 

An agency exists in London where you can hire a 
woman to do anything from table decoration to cigarette 
rolling. A lady clever at arranging flowers does all the 
flural decoration at Lady Wimborne’s parties. At big 
houses like this the decorator finds more than enough of 
accessories, but at minor houses she takes her flower bowls 
with her. Even the dishes are often prepared at the cook's 
home and taken to the house where they are eaten. A 
clever banjoist gets engagements for “at homes” and 
concerts, anda chiropodist has more work than she can do 
to undo the damage done by cramming big feet into little 
boots. A good many women are engaged to preside at 
bazaar stalls after the novelty of a day’s work has worn 
off and the “ ladies ” get tired. 


THE PEAT GATHERER. 


From time immemorial the people of Assynt had 
Leen wont to cut peats on the Oldney Island, so 
that everyone in the district thought it the most 
natural thing in the world to go there for fuel The peat 
was plentiful and good, and, costing nothing, was much 
esteemed. But one day the lord of Oldney Island, the 
Duke of Sutherland, issued an interdict, given him by a 
cunning lawyer, against the continuance of the practice of 
cutting fuel. One old man, William Graham, to whom the 
interdict was an unintelligible piece of paper, continued the 
practice. The Duke ordered his arrest. When brought 
before the Sheriff he pleaded guilty to the charge, but ex- 
plained that not being able to read or write, he did not 
understand the nature of the paper given to him. “I wish 
to say that I shall not do it again. I ama very poor man, 
and met with an accident some time ago. I have seven of 
a family, though some of them are beginning to do a little 
for themselves now.” When the officer called for Graham 
he had to borrow some respectable clothes, and he left his 
house without any meal in it for his children’s support. In 
a spirit of bitter irony, the Sheriff remarked that the law did 
not recognise rich or poor, and sentenced Graham to pay a 
fine of £2, or suffer imprisonment for ten days. The poor 
peat-gatherer went to prison.— Zhe Democrat. 


AN INFANT BRIDE. 


The following announcement appeared last month in an 
Indian paper: “A curious marriage ceremony took 
place at Bamundaugah, near Jonai, Hooghly district, a few 
days ago, a baby, eight months old, of the Brahmin caste, 
being married to a Charitri Brahmin twenty-eight years old. 
The father of the bride gave the bridegroom a present of 
Rs. 200 in cash for marrying his daughter.” 

Such an arrangement revolts against every Englishwoman’s 
sense of what is due to the baby-girl, whether from the 
parents or the husband. But it will not do to be pharisaical 
about it. In England babies are occasionally bought and 
sold still, and their frail lives are frequently insured, And 
English marriages are based upon a cash nexus quite often 
enough to make any stone-throwing on our part against our 
Indian fellow-subjects for more frankly acknowledging the 
same custom an unseemly indulgence. English opinion 
would have greater weight in India if English creeds and 
English lives were more in harmony with each other. = - 
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POETRY. 


THE SUNNY SOUTH IS GLOWING. 


The Sunny South is glowing in the glow of Southern glory, 
And = Southern Cross is waving o'er the freest of the 
ree e 
Yet in vain, in vain, my weary heart would try and hide the 
story 
That evermore ’tis wandering back, dear native land, to 


thee ; 

The healthy hills of Malagan, the Bann’s translucent waters, 
Glenleary’s shades of hazel, and Agivy’s winding streams, 
And Kathleen- of the raven locks, the flower of Erin's 

daughters— 
Lost heaven of wildering beauty! thou art mine at last in 


dreams. 


Oh, the green land, the old land, 
Far dearer than the gold land, 
With all its landscape glory and unchanging summer skies ; 
Let others seek their pleasures 
Tn the chase of golden treasures, 
Be mine a dream of Erin and the light of Kathleen’s eyes. 


Sweet scenes may group around me, hill and dale, lagoon, 
and wildwood, 
And eyes as bright and cloudless as the azure skies above ; 
But strange the face of nature—not the happy haunts of 
childhood— 
And cold the glance of beauty—not the smile of early love. 
Even in the pulse of jcy itself the native charm is wanting, 
For distant are the bosoms that would share it as their own. 
Too late to learn that loving hearts will never bear trans- 
planting : 
Uprooted once, like seedless flowers, they wither, lost and 
lone. 


Oh, the old land, the green land, 
That land of lands, the queen land. 
Keep, keep the gorgeous splendour of your sunny southern 
shore ; 
, Unfading and undying, 
O’er the world between us lying, 
The hallowed loves of former days are mine for evermore. 


ANDREW ORR. 


I’M VERY HAPPY WHERE I AM. 
A PEASANT WOMAN'S SONG, 1864. 


[‘*.A few days ago J stood on the North Wall and watched 
the emigranta embarking for the Far West, as I have often 
stood on the quays of New York to see them arrive in 
America, While chewing the end of many sweet and bitter 
fancies over this sad review, and picturing to myself the fate 
of each group as it passed, a chord in the old harp which 
every Irishman wears in his breast twanged in a minor key, 
and I heard a young Irish wife in the backwoods of Ohio 
singing this strain ”] 


I’m very happy where I am, 
Far across the say ; 

I’m very happy far from home, 
In North Amerikay. 


It’s lonely in the night, when Pat 
Is sleeping by my side, 

I lie awake and no one knows 
The big tears that l’ve cried, 


For a little voice still calls me back 
To my far, far counthrie, 

And nobody can hear it spake, 
Oh, nobody but me. 


There is a little spot of ground, 
Behind the chapel wall, 

It’s nothing but a tiny mound, 
Without a stone at all, 


It rises like my heart just now, 
It makes a dawny hill. 

It’s from below the voice comes out— 
I cannot kape it still. 


Oh, little voice, ye call me back 
To my far, far counthrie, 

And nobody can hear it spake— 
Oh, nobody but me. 


Dion Boucicavutr. 


LIBERAL DEMONST RATION. AT . 
WATERBEACH. 


A PUBLIC meeting was held at Waterbeach on Thursday 
evening, August rst, which was presided over by Mr. Neville 
Goodman, who was supported on the platform by Dr. 
Robertson, Messrs. W. W. Clear, James Toller, A. I. Till- 
yard, Hugh E. Hoare (Liberal candidate for West 
Cambs.), J. B. Baldwin (Liberal agent), J. Todd, and Mrs. 
Bateson. 

Mr. J. B. Baldwin referred to the great changes that 
had come over the district, and said that it might fairly be 
called a Liberal district. 

Mr. W. W. Olear said he had received a letter of 
inability to attend. 

The Chairman then delivered a short address upon the 
Royal grants and the Irish question. 

Mr. Hoare, who was received with applause, referred to 
the Royal grants, the Irish question, and the allotments, 
which he said ought to be made real and not sham. 

Mrs. Bateson then delivered a lengthy speech. She 
referred to the two last bye-elections to show that the 
Liberal party was advancing. The English people did not 
rightly estimate what was done in West Fife ; but the people 
in Scotland knew the great victory that had been gained, 
and the Government would know it. The Tory candidate 
there owned all the land, and his family had been settled 
there for a large number of generations. The Scotch, as 
they knew, were clannish—(hear, hear)—and they might 
have supported him, especially as he professed himself a 
home ruler ; but, besides that, he and his family had spent 
£300,000 in improving that place and the neighbourhood. 
All that had to be got over. Mr. Birrell went down there as 
a total stranger, known to none of them, and yet rode over 
his opponent with a magnificent majority. Well, then, they 
did not know that the very last election of all—-the Maryle- 
bone election—was a severe blow for the Tories. It showed 
that they had every chance of winning in a very short time. 
Mrs. Bateson then dealt with the Royal grants question. 

Dr. Robertson proposed the following resolution: 
“That this meeting desires to record its unabated confidence 
in Mr. Gladstone as the leader of the Liberal party, and its 
hearty sympathy with the truly Liberal policy of self-govern- 
ment for Ireland.” 

Mr. James Toller seconded it. 


Conversation overheard at a High School prize-giving. 
Royal Princess : “ You know I am all in favour of the higher 
education of women, but I do hope they will not neglect the 
domestic virtues.” Head Mistress: “I assure your Royal 
Highness there is no danger of that. We have cookery 
classes, and I hear that at Girton they have recently estab- 
lished a stocking-darning club.” Princess: ‘‘ You relieve 
my mind. That's the best thing I’ve heard about woman’s 
education for many a long day.” 


& 
* 
We are glad to hear that the North Meols Wonien’s Liberal 
Association has recently become affiliated with the National 
Education Association, and hope that other associations may 
follow their example, in order to spread the interest In 
| National Education, 
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THE PONSONBY ESTATE. 


Tue following important letter from the Rev. Canon Keller 
appeared in the Zémes newspaper on the sth inst. :-— 

Sir,—'‘I have seen with surprise a paragraph from your 
Dublin correspondent, published in your issue of Tuesday, 
and referring to the Ponsonby estate. This paragraph is 
incorrect in every particular. The series of offers made by 
Mr. Ponsonby to his tenants were on all occasions fally laid 
before the tenants, and were rejected by them without a 
single dissentient voice as utterly impossible. 

“ The terms of sale offered by Mr. J. E. Brunker, agent to 
Mr. Ponsonby, in December, 1888, were explained to the 
tenants at a public meeting held at Gurtroe on the 23rd of 
the same month and unanimously condemned by them. 

“These terms would only give an average reduction of 
284 per cent. in the annuities payable to the Treasury as 
compared with the present rents, while leaving tle whole 
poor rate and county cess to be paid by the terants. Such 
areduction any one acquainted with the estate knows to 
have been entirely inadequate, and it was far less than the 
voluntary concessions granted by many landlords in the 
neighbourhood of the Ponsonby estate, It is true that 
during the progress of the recent negotiations Mr. Brunker, 
acting, as he wrote, ‘with full powers,’ from Mr. Ponsonby, 
improved considerably on his first terms, reducing his demand 
from £127,000 to £110,000. This was on January 18th 
last, when he likewise stated that even this sum was not to 
be considered as final. Both the Rev. J. Field and myself 
had this expression from Mr. Brunker’s lips on the date 
referred to. A meeting of the tenants was summoned to 
consider this last offer. It took place at Gurtroe on January 
2oth, and there were present at it the Rev. W. Rice, P.P., 
the Rev. E. Murphy, P.P., Mr. Lane, M.P., and myself. We 
explained most amply the nature of Mr. Brunker’s terms and 
what their practical result would be if accepted. The tenants 
were again unanimous in declaring they could not accept 
them. We then addressed the tenants, and, as is well known 
here, we used considerable pressure to induce them to make 
such an offer as would be likely to bring this sad conflict to 
aclose. The offer was made, and regarding it I need but 
quote the words of Mr. Brunker, written on February 21st: 
‘I had hoped to effect such modifications in the offer made 
as would enable me to recommend it as a full and a fair 
one.’ 

“The tenants’ terms approached to within a few thousand 
pounds of the purchase-money demanded by Mr, Brunker. 
They implied but a comparatively small difference in the 
annual instalments, and no one then had the least doubt but 
that an easy compromise would have been arrived at, were 
it not for the unfortunate interference of Mr. Smith-Barry 
and his syndicate. All the world knows what has happened 
since the abrupt termination of the negotiations in February, 
and how much suffering and sorrow would have been spared 
had we been permitted to bring our earnest and amicable 
efforts to a happy conclusion. ‘It was not to be, however,’ 
writes Mr. Brunker, ‘and, as I say, I deeply regret it.’ It is 
true, indeed, that the syndicate, conjointly with Mr. Ponsonby, 
offered other terms to the tenants in a circular dated April 
sth. Suffice it to say of those terms that they were less 
favourable to the tenants than the terms offered by the agent 
in November, 1886, when the conflict began. They were 
less favourable than those offered by Mr. Ponsonby in 
October, 1887, and it is needless to remark they fell im- 
mensely below those which Mr. Brunker, in January of this 
year, was prepared to accept on behalf of the landlord. The 
tenants, however, held two large mectings on the strange and 
unaccountable conditions contained in the circular referred 
to. One of those meetings tcok place at Inch on April roth, 
and the other at Coolaha on the following day. ‘There was 
not a second opinion amongst those present regarding the 
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terms of the circular. They could not have been seriously 
meant, and were simply regarded as a mockery. The idea 
which your correspondent attributes to the Ponsonby tenants 
regarding the origin of the Plan of Campaign on the estate 
is as baseless as the rest of his assertions, The suggestion 
of adopting the Plan came neither from clergymen nor Par- 
liamentary leaders. I myself positively refused to counsel 
such a step, and I took occasion to impress upon those of 
the tenants who consulted me the gravity of the course which 
they contemplated. The same was done by the members of 
Parliament at the meeting at which the tenants adopted the 
Plan—a meeting, I may add, at which not a single priest was 
present. It is true the tenants were forced into the adoption 
of the Plan, not, indced, as suggested by your correspondent, 
but in a manner sufficiently accounted for in a letter written on 
June 17th, by Mr. Horace Townsend, agent to Mr. Smith- 
Barry and the syndicate, to Mr. Gyles, secretary of the Land 
Corporation. It almost takes away one’s breath to read the 
astounding revelations contained in this letter coming from 
such a quarter. It should be studied by everyone who 
desires to form a just idea of the merits of the dispute 
between Mr. Ponsonby and his tenants. Mr. Townsend 
writes to his friend, ‘From what I have seen of the Pon- 
sonby estate I am sorry to say that I believe the Land 
Commission, if it ever goes before it, will reduce the rents 
on it very heavily.’ Here is an admission by the agent of 
the evicting syndicate, which will take many of your readers 
by surprise. Does it not abundantly account for the fact 
that the tenants were prevented in 1888 from entering the 
Land Court by the service of the eviction notices on a large 
number of them? Does it not amply explain why Mr. 
Ponsonby, when challenged in the public court by the tenants’ 
counsel, on the 17th ult., declined to leave the fixing of the 
rents to the county court judge? ‘If,’ says Mr. Townsend, 
‘the acreable rates are correct, which Mr. Barter, sub-agent, 
told me were charged, many will, I expect, go well over 30 
per cent,’ and yet if the tenants only got 30 per cent in 1886, 
they never would have thought of the Plan of Campaign, 
The late agent struck at 20 per cent all round, and informed 
the tenants that his instructions were to serve writs if the 
rents were not paid up with that reduction. This drove the 
tenants into the Plan. But what does Mr. Townsend say ? 
*I consider the late agent should have given larger allow- 
ances than 20 per cent on a good deal of the lands, and have 
all re-valued at the commencement of the row before the 
Plan of Campaign was adopted.’ In spite of this amazing 
revelation I daresay we shall hear again, as we have heard 
before, that the offer of the landlord was really generous ; 
that the tenants would have gladly accepted it, and would 
not have dreamt of the Plan of Campaign were they not in 
fear and terror of their leaders. 

‘¢But there is more. Mr. Townsend continues, ‘The 
existing rates on light tillage lands, which might have been 
fair 15 or 20 years ago, are far above the present value. A 
good deal of the land I saw I was told was rented at 20s., but 
it will go under the Land Court at 12s. or 13s., and that is 
Barter’s opinion too.’ The highest reduction asked by the 
tenants was but 35 per cent, but here the official of the syn- 
dicate which is about to evict the whole estate declares that 
the Land Commission would reduce the rents of many tenants 
40 percent. Habemus confitentum reum. Yes, they admit 
the rents are too high. They know if the tenants got the 
chance the Court would give a greater reduction in several 
cases than the tenants have demanded. They do not wish 
the public to understand that they object to the lowering of 
the rents, but only to the manner in which the tenants’ 
demand was presented. ‘I advise Mr. Smith Barry and the 
other members of the syndicate to make public as soon as 
possible that they are only fighting the way in which the ten- 
ants want to get the rents down. This view has not 
been brought enough before the public, who are led to believe 
that the purchasers’ object is to recover rents which are too 
high.’ Thus because the syndicate object, not to the lower- 
ing of the rents, but to the method adopted by the tenants— 
a method remember, into which those tenants were driven by 
the landlord’s persistent refusal of air concessions—thousands 
of pounds are spent in law costs, men are imprisoned, and 
heads broken by the dozen; 2,000 human beings are to be 
driven forth from the homes of their ancestors, a whole 
countryside is to be converted into a wilderness, and for this 
infamous work police and military are to be supplied at the 
public expense.—I am, sir, your obedient s.rvant, . 


“Youghal, Aug. 1,” “DPD, Canon KELLER, PP, 
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We are not at all sorry that various circumstances are 
dtawing attention to the gross breaches of law and order 
committed by our paid officials in Ireland, and condoned by 
the Government. Lord Randolph Churchill at Birmingham, 
and Mr. Hanbury, M.P., in the House of Commons, have 
distinctly condemned the treatment of their Parliamentary 
colleagues by the Irish authorities. We have no doubt that 
thousands of Conservatives all over the country agree secretly 
with these two speakers, though very few will say as much. 
Some of these Tories are men of honour and principle, and 
naturally object to see the law administered in a way to dis- 
grace our tribunals, as undoubtedly has been the case several 
times recently in Ireland. Others are wily party-men, and 
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understand that Balfourism is unpopular and likely to lose 
the party votes at the next election. Lastly, there are goog. 
natured lazy men who know no law, and care little for pojj- 
tical chances, but who shudder when they read of men of 
culture being beaten about the head by brutal policemen, ang 
anxious wives trembling for the safety of their husbands, 
For whatever reasons, or from whatever causes, there js 
another “national protest” gathering against the adminis. 
tration of the Removable’s laze in Ireland, and we shall not be 
surprised if the storm breaks immediately after the vacation, 
in several peals of eloquent thunder heard in various parts of 
the kingdom. If the Tories are stirred, how much more so 
are the Liberals! The Liberal Unionists are the only people 
quite unaffected. Those who can discern a sense of the 
ridiculous in Mr. Chamberlain can no doubt discover a sense 
of justice in Mr. Balfour—in both cases the quality is totally 
invisible to ordinary mortals. 

In the House of Commons on Thursday week, the story 
of I)r. Tanner’s treatment was threshed out very satisfac- 
torily. With such advocates as Thomas Sexton and William 
O’Brien, a man is pretty safe to have his case well stated, 
And some of our English members showed courage and 
generosity in their vigorous repudiation of the mean 
attacks made upon Dr. Tanner. Mr. Henry Fowler and 
Mr. Shaw-Lefevre, made a splendid attack on the conduct of 
the magistrates, the latter stoutly asserting his belief that Dr. 
Tanner is not guilty of the offence with [which he was 
charged, namely, spitting at a pol.ceman, and expressing a 
high opinion of his kind-hearted and honourable, though 
perhaps indiscreet, disposition. Mr. Atherley Jones did well 
to call for any precedent which could be quoted to justify 
the magistrates in throwing Dr. Tanner into prison on the 
strength of a musty old statute of the reign of Edward III., 
and Sir Horace Davy gave his weighty opinion against the 
propriety of such a sentence. On the whole the debate was 
one of the best we have had lately on Balfour's blunders, 
and reads as if it were the beginning of something stirring. 
It behoves all Liberal workers to search the papers and note 
carefully the events in the Irish courts from day to-day. 
It is only by watching the minutest acts of the tyrants that 
we can keep them in order. The presence of English 
people in the courts is the best preventive of illegality and 
brutality, and next best is attention to the newspaper reports. 
There is a terrible danger that when the cat (Parliament) is 
away the mice (magistrates) will begin to play. 


Mr. Shaw-Lefevre’s new book (only ss.), “Irish 
Members and English Gaolers,” is a valuable contribu- 
tion to the discussion of the treatment of political 
prisoners. Its lucidity of argument, and the clear, pic- 
turesque arrangement of facts make it just the kind of 
work which may be read with advantage in clubs and at 
cottage meetings. As Mr. Lefevre says in the preface, “It 
is well that English people should understand that they arc 
practically in the position of gaolers to these Irish members 
and others imprisoned under the Crimes Act ;” and it is also 
well that English people should realise that the treatment of 
these prisoners “has been and continues to be substantially 
that of common criminals, in spite of the recent modification 
of the Prison Rules.” It is certainly not generally under- 
stood that the committee recently appointed under Lord 
Aberdare to consider certain Prison Rules was expressly pro- 
hibited from considering the treatment of political prisoners, 
and their limited inquiry has thus been rendered next door 
to fruitless, and at best but of slight value. 
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An appendix to the volume, furnished by Mr. Wilfrid 
Blunt, which sets forth the conclusions arrived at through 
his own painful experience, is remarkable for its force and 
vitality—the vitality which is only born of personal know- 
ledge. Mr. Blunt thinks works of imagination out of place 
in a prison. “ Histories, encyclopedias, magazines—any- 
thing with the solid material of fact is what is needed by a 
_ prisoner’s mind.” But among all books the Bible was the 
one he preferred, whenever he was allowed one with suffi- 
ciently large type to be read in the dim light of a prison cell. 
As a special favour he had the use of his blankets by day, 
and says, ‘“‘I used them as a divan, and while light lasted 
I could read the Old Testament stories of patriarchal life in 
desert places, and of the wars and misfortunes of kings, and 
of God’s vengeance on the enemies of His people. There is 
no book more consoling to a political prisoner.” In his 
comments on prison dress Mr. Blunt deals a blow at Dublin 
Castle which should make even thick-skinned officialism 
wince. ‘ With regard to the question of prison clothes, you 
know I have always considered O’Brien’s protest most advis- 
able and necessary. It was the one salient point of the 
rough gaol treatment which he could attack, and he did so, 
I am delighted to see, triumphantly. My feeling about the 
clothes was less strong. Zo me it seemed that the prison 
dress was to an Englishman in Ireland a most honourable 
one ; the only uniform, in fact, of Her Majesty which had not 
been disgraced.” The italics are our own. 

as 

Mr. Matthew Harris’s funeral oration delivered over the 
grave of the Fenian, John O'Mahoney, in 1887, which Sir 
Henry James could not read in the Commission court 
without emotion, was published verbatim in last week’s 
United Ireland, and fully justifies the high praise which Sir 
Henry bestowed upon it. It is full of noble emotion, framed 
in simple, expressive words, which awaken kindred chords 
in every sympathetic reader’s heart. Were space at com- 
mand, it should be quoted entire in these columns, but the 
following sentences will convey some idea of its force and 
beauty. It should be remembered that by order of the 
English Government O’Mahoney’s body was refused admis- 


sion to the Dublin churches. 
* * * * t 


The home of John O’Mahoney’s heart, of his hopes, 
of his fears, of his joys and of his sorrows, was Ireland. 
There was no divided allegiance in the man. The morning 
of life found him facing the enemy of his country, the 
evening came, and it found him still confronting the same foe. 
The great labour of jhis latter years was the building up of 
the Fenian organisation. The toil he underwent in working 
up that movement was sufficient to break down the strength 
of ten ordinary men. Friends who knew his easy disposition 
were astounded at the energy he displayed. As the move- 
ment grew, his strength and energy seemed to grow with it. 
The inward man sustained him—love for the cause—that 
zeal—that enthusiasm which has done more for man than 
ever he has had the faith to believe, or genius to comprehend 
—that incomprehensible swelling of the soul which makes 
men too big for the narrow paths of custom, too strong for 
the iron bonds of the oppressor—it was this divine power 
which sustained him in his labours, as it has in all ages sus- 
tained our down-trodden people. But though it strengthened 
and sustained him as he rose, it did not sustain him in his 
fall. And why? Because he felt that his country had fallen 


with him. 
* * * * * 


The fault is our own. As Irishmen we slept on our post 
and in our slumbers dreamt. Oh, fallacious dream! that 
when we had gained emancipation we had freed our religion— 
to-day we are awake and find that it is we that have en- 


slaved her. In the nightmare of our slavery we forgot that 
before a nation can free anything she must first free herself, 
At the bidding of England's infidel statesmen resting place 
and sanctuary are denied to Ireland’s noblest sons. To 
Irish Catholics this is a bitter though a wholesome lesson, for 
it teaches that for them, as for all other slaves, there is no 
refuge but the sword, no sanctuary but the battlefield. I do 
not utter these words in a spirit of anger, the presence of the 
dead forbids such a sentiment. But even here, at this 
solemn hour, we hesitate not. to proclaim that liberty is the 
inheritance of our country ; and that he is an unworthy son 
of this fair land who would not strive to, achieve it by every 
means that honour and expediency dictate. 
‘ * * * * * 

When Ireland was a land of saints it was a land of liberty. 
Then let us hope that those good saints who in their virtue 
defied the wrath of tyrants may soften the way for him whose 
loss we here deplore, for he, too, defied their wrath. 
Resting-place has been denied him. Earthly temples have 

een closed against his lifeless body by dwellers here below. 
Let us hope that those who dwell above, more merciful, may 
open the gates of heaven to his soul. The old holy wells 
seem now at last to be in possession of the English. No 
priest has-dared to come and sprinkle their healing waters 
here to-day. Let us give a nation’s tears instead, tears and 
prayers to Him who made the waters, who sends the falling 
dews, the vernal showers, that falling there may fall with 
them numberless blessings on his grave. 

* * * * * 

Brought from the hospitable shores of Columbia, he is now 
at the entrance to his last home. Then let us bid him wel- 
come. Let me, in the name of the hundred thousand men 
I see here before me, give alt he remains of the great Irish 
patriot a genuine, though a sad, cead mille failthe. For he 
was a true Irishman, that the power or wealth of England 
could not prevail against ; may she never prevail against our 
country. And with a hundred thousand welcomes I ask you 
to offer as many prayers, praying to that God who from youth 
to age kept alive the love of liberty in his breast, who for 
seven hundred years has kept it alive in the breasts of our 
noble people, to have mercy on his soul.” 


Prt 

A settlement of the dispute on the Kenmare estate has 
been made at last, thanks to the ceaseless efforts of the local 
leaders. The terms are—a reduction of 25 per cent where 
the rents exceed the poor law valuation, evicted tenants to 
be reinstated, and all arrears wiped out on payment of one 
year's rent, less 25 percent. The Freeman’s Journal adds 
that some of the tenants who were in a position to do so paid 
a gale on account ; in other cases the matter is left to Canon 
Walsh. On Saturday evening the Land Board Sub-Com- 
missioners gave judgment in Killarney in numerous cases, 
principally on the Kenmare estate, awarding reductions 
averaging 30 percent. This is the most glorious victory yet 
won by the Plan, and we rejoice that the fidelity and patience 
and courage of the brave Campaigners have received their 
due reward. More than 2,000 tenants were united in this 
great trades union, and though many attempts have been 
made to break through it at single points, no traitor has broken 
the sacred bond. | 


a's 
In regard to technical training for one of the most difficult 
and most important of all professions—that of teaching— 
women undoubtedly have the start of men. The ordinary 
woman-teacher may not teach better than the ordinary man- 
teacher, but at any rate she knows enough of the sciznce of 
education to know her own shortcomings, -A Teachers’ 
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Training College for men was opened, was conducted with 
A singular ability, and was closed because the Head Masters of 
4g the great Endowed Schools did not care whether their staff was 
& trained or not. But the Head Mistresses of the new Public 


| SHALDON LIBERAL CLUB AND WOMEN’S 
* 
| | Girls’ Schools do care—at least the wise ones do; and the 


LEAGUE. 
Maria Grey Training College is gradually fighting its way, OUT-DOOR GATHERING AT “THE NESS.” | 
under Miss Ward’s headship, to a solid and permanent suc- 
cess. The Empress Frederick takes a close interest in it, 
and visited it the last time she was in England, and now the 
Lord Mayor has taken it under his wing, and at a well- 
attended meeting at the Mansion House induced the Master 
a of Trinity, Dr. Abbott, Mr. Arthur Sidgwick, and some of 
ef the City Companies, to bestow upon it their benediction. 
ts 4 Mr. Sidgwick urged that much was due to women in order 
to redress their past educational wrongs, and if they craved 
for training in their sacred work they ought to have it, albeit 
Oxford—“ that home of incurables ”—still held it cheap. 


* 
*+* 


The School Management Committee of the London School 
Board has been collecting statistics about the empty stomachs 
of the children in its schools, and finds that 44,000 attend 
daily “in want of food.” Kind-hearted people provide about 
800 cheap breakfasts, and 1,300 cheap dinners, and about 
7,943 free breakfasts, and 26,585 free dinners every day ; 
but this leaves 24,739 children absolutely and habitually 
underfed—in a state, in fact, of chronic starvation. When 
distinguished foreigners visit the wealthiest city in the world, 
they should be told this fact, as they drive down Piccadilly, 
and they would probably think us a more extraordinary 
nation than ever. And if they were thoughtful obseivers, 
they would wonder that the vast armies and working men and 
women, who betray their capacity for disciplined action in 
so many different ways, do not combine more largely and 
unitedly to reap a juster reward for their labour, and make 
such facts as we have quoted an impossibility, 


On the invitation of Colonel and Mrs. Brine, members of 
the Shaldon Liberal Club and Women’s Liberal League, met 
on the beautiful grounds at “The Ness” on Mc nday (Bank 
Holiday), and spent the afternoon in listening to the music 
and political speeches. 

Capt. Brine, who evinces much interest in the Shaldon 
Liberal Club, and willingly furthers his mother’s efforts as 
president of the Women’s Liberal League in that locality, 
took the chair at the meeting. The chief speaker was Mr. 

E. Cox, M.P, for East Clare, who had set aside his Parlia- 
mentary duties for the occasion, and travelled from town on 
the previous evening, returning by night mail to be ready for | 
further work on the Tuesday. 


Capt. Brine, in opening the meeting, said they had 
every reason to be satisfied with the progress which had | 
been made by the Women’s League and the Liberal Club. 
Though only formed during the past year, the former \ 
numbered 94 members and the latter 57. (Applause.) He 
could hardly praise too highly the way in which the members 
and committee of the club had come forward. Mr. Clancy, 
M.P., who was to have addressed the meeting, was prevented 
by illness from coming to Teignmouth. But he had sent in 
his place Mr. Cox, an Irish patriot, who had proved his 
devotion to his country not only by words but by his 
sufferings. (Cheers.) Mr. Cox was one of Balfour’s vic- 
tims, and had been five times in prison under the present 
Coercion Act. Three cheers was called in honour of Mr. 
Cox, and after these had been heartily given, the chairman 
called on him to address the meeting. 

Mr. Cox, who was again cheered, humorously remarked 
that it seemed to him they could not have much respect for 
“law and order” when they gave such a warm reception to 
one of the worst types of Mr. Balfour’s criminals, (Laughter.) 
He was, in fact, one of the oldest “ gaol-birds” in Parliament 
—(laughter)—for he had not only been in prison five times 
under the present Coercion Act, but he had also served 


ad 


* 
* * 
Mr. Balfour's manners have always been the theme of 
admiration among his admirers, Even the superciliousness 
and arrog..nce which at times characterise them have been 


supposed by some to add charm and dignity to his public 
utterances. But surely he will find few defenders of the 
extraordinary way in which he met Mr. Shaw Lefevre’s 
reasonable and constitutional request that Mr. Balfour’s corres- 
pondence with Father Costelloe, of Woodford, should be laid 
upon the table, or Mr. Lefevre’s courteous questions about 
police-shadowing of English visitors in Ireland. At any rate 
Liberals will smile at it, and will waste no time in criticising 
conduct which is what would be expected of a petulant child 
who had come to the conviction that it was losing the game. 
Although more self-control is certainly expected from a 
Cabinet Minister, and more politeness, too, when he is 
answering the question of an ex-Cabinet Minister who might 
stand in his shoes to-morrow. 
ae 

A propos of women’s education, it must be noticed that the 
degree list of the Victoria University is this year headed by a 
lady. Miss Alice Crompton, a student of Owens College, 
Manchester, is alone in the rst class in the Classical Honours 
School. 


There is nothing so revolutionary, because there is nothing 
so unnatural and so convulsive to society, as the strain to keep 
things fixed when all the world is by the very law of its crea- 
tion in eternal progress: and the cause of all the ev#lx of the 


world may be traced to that natural, but most deadly efror of 


human indolencé and corruption, that our business is to pre- 
serve and not to improve. It is the ruin of us all alike, 
individuals, schools, and nations—Dz. Arnold. 


eleven months under a previous Act. But he could assure 


them that repeated imprisonments had not damped his 
ardour in the cause of his country. (Applause.) If Mr. 
Balfour and the Coercion party thought they were going to 
bring round the Irish to their side by their system of coercion, 
they were very much mistaken. They knew very little of 
the people of Ireland. Former coercion acts, less cruel and 
vindictive than this, had been resented in a far different 
fashion ; and he could assure them that if his suffering coun- 
trymen did not know that they had the sympathy, and would 
have the practical support of the people of England at the 
next general election, they would not suffer so tamely the 
barbarous injustice that was being perpetrated upon them. 
(Applause.) Continuing, Mr. Cox dealt at length with 
various points of the Irish question, showing the necessity 
for Home Rule as a means of enabling the Irish to deal 
intelligently and efficiently with local problems, and going 
over the history of the Bann drainage as an illustration of 
the muddle resulting from the present system. He also 
showed the unreasonableness of the objection that Home 
Rule would lead to separation. In an eloquent peroration 
he said the Irish had no quarrel with the English people, 
but only with bad Jaws and misgovernment. They were 
going to persevere until they had put an end to a bad and 
vicious system. He was glad to know that the people of the 
Ashburton Division were determined to do what they could 
to join the people of England and Ireland in a true union 
of hearts and hands. (Applause.) ; 

The Rev. Anson Cartwright, president of the Mid- 
Devon Liberal Association, moved a resolution thanking Mr. 
Cox for his speech, and expressing the belief that the Irish 
question could only be solved by the delegation to an Irish 
Parliament of subjects exclusively Irish, and looking forward 
after the solution of that question to rapid progress in elec- 
toral, municipal, and social reforms, 
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n Doxat, R.N., seconded the motion in a speech 
of ee ical covering a wide range of subjects. ; 

Miss Latimer, who was called on to support the motion, 
paid a graceful compliment to Mrs. Brine for her services to 
to the Liberal cause in Plymouth, as well as in the Ashburton 
Division, and urged the claims of the Home Rule cause on 
the sympathies of Englishwomen. She contended that all 
opposition to Home Rule was based on timidity, self-interest, 
prejudice, or ignorance. _ ; 

The resolution was carried unanimously. 

Mrs. Brine moved a vote of thanks to the speakers. She 
referred to the two previous meetings held under the auspices 
of the Shaldon Women’s Liberal Association, the first 
addressed by Sir Richard Howard, and the second by Mr. 
Conybeare, who was now suffering for standing by the words 
he then spoke. (Cheers.) Something curious came out of 
that meeting. Certain people were afraid that they would 
get too many to hear Mr. Conybeare, and were kind enough 
to throw away their bills by the dozen. It had nothing to 
do with the Primrose League, of course. (Laughter.) By 
the correspondence which came out of that meeting the 
Primrose League showed itself the most magnanimous, high- 
minded, and perfect association that could be. (Laughter.) 
If the Primrose leaders never exercised pressure, it was 
strange that their agents should so much like to. (Hear, 
hear.) Mrs. Brine, referring to the Shaldon Women’s League, 
said she thought a capital beginning had been made for so 
small a village. (Hear, hear. p 

Mr. Perry (secretary Mid-Devon Liberal Association) 
seconded the motion. : 

Mr. Cox acknowledged the compliment, and proposed a 
vote of thanks to Mrs. Brine, which was seconded by Mr, I. 
Latimer, who reminded the meeting that Mr. Cox was 
representing the county for which Daniel O’Connell was 
returned in 1828, Mr. Latimer congratulated the people of 
Shaldon on having such a family as the Brines in their 
midst, and hoped the division would long retain the services 
of so honest and true a representative as Mr. Seale-Hayne. 
‘Cheers. ) 

Afternoon tea was provided for Mrs. Brine’s guests at the 
onclusion of the meeting, affording an opportunity for a 
little friendly conversation with Mr. Cox. This enabled 
those present to get some further information on points of 
the Irish question on which they required some elucidation, 
and by personal intercourse to acquaint themselves with the 
incongruity of the statements made by its opponents to the 
stamp of men that the Home Rule party send as their repre- 
sentatives to Parliament. 

Mr. Cox, though having, as he confessed, “taken the cake ” 
in coercion incarcerations, fortunately does not seem to have 
sustained so severe a physical strain as some of the more 
delicate of his confréres. He has a bright and robust appear- 
ance, and looks good fora fresh tussle with his country’s 
enemies. Like his fellow-sufferers from Mr. Balfour’s deter- 
mined policy, he is as modest in adverting to what he has 
had to bear as he has been intrepid in meeting it, and 
stands undaunted in facing it anew. 

Provision was made for a dance on the lawn, but the 
weather, soft and fine on the whole, had left the grass unsuit- 
able for that amusement, and the couples wandered about 
the sea-girt woods instead. 


The three teaching universities of Australia—Melbourne, 
Sydney, and Adelaide—all admit women to their lectures and 
degrees. From statistics furnished by Mr. J. C. Kirby it 
appears that there are now thirty-nine women studying in 
Melbourne University, twenty-three in Sydney, and thirty-four 
in Adelaide, the latter figures not including a number of stu- 
dents who are not qualifying for degrees. The numbers are 
certainly not large, but the work is reported by the Registrars 
of the Universities to be quite on a level with that of the other 
students. Adelaide first admitted women students in 1876 ; 
Melbourne and Sydney in 1881 and 1882. Ten ladies have 
graduated in Melbourne, nine in Sydney, and only two in 
Adelaide. In all three Universities all prizes, scholarships, 
and University privileges generally are open to women, who 
are also eligible as lecturers and professors. In Melbourne 
they are disbarred from membership of the Senate, but this 
seems to be the only barrier of any kind placed in their way. 
The colonies evidently mean to educate their women, and 
they are wise.— Journal of Education, 
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Women's Liberal Associations, 


The annual meeting of the Darlington 
Liberal Women’s Association was held on 
July 32st in the Congregational Hall. The 
attendance was gratifyingly large, and the proceedings were 
marked by a thoroughly enthusiastic spirit. Mrs. Theodore 
Fry, the president of the association, was in the chair, The 
election of representatives on the committee and of officers 
having taken place, and other matters of a purely business 
nature transacted, Miss Lucas, the hon. secretary, read the 
seventh annual report, which stated that the membership had 
increased, and the association now numbered over 300. It 
reviewed the proceedings of the annual meeting of the 
Women’s Liberal Federation, held in May, 1889. The 
delegates who attended on behalf of the association were 
Mrs. Hancock, of London, the hon. secretary, and Miss A. 
Lucas, The report went on to say that when early in the 
year the County Council Bill, in which it was proposed to 
give compensation to publicans, was before the country, the 
association passed resolutions and memorials emphatically 
condemning the clauses, These were forwarded to the local 
members of Parliament, and also to the promoters of the Bill. 
In October the York Women’s Liberal Association arranged 
to hold a conference, to be composed of delegates from the 
Northern associations. The president (Mrs. Fry), hon. 
secretary (Miss C. Lucas), and Miss E. Graham attended on 
behalf of this association. Several valuable papers of a 
practical character were read, and were followed by interesting 
discussions. The Northern associations were extremely 
indebted to the committee of the York Association for their 
excellent arrangements, and for the kindness shown to 
delegates attending the meetings. It was generally felt that 
such district conferences would be most useful. On behalf 
of this association the Darlington delegates gave a cordial 
invitation for the next conference to be held in this town. 
The report referred to the visit to Darlington of Miss 


Fleury, medical student, Miss Shaw-Lefevre, and Mr. 
Sydney THiallifax, when a series of meetings was 
arranged and all successfully carried out. Miss Fleury 
also took ‘part in two ward meetings, and gave most valuable 
and interesting addresses at Shildon and Stockton. The 
association felt much indebted to Miss Fleury for the services 
she so generously rendered in Darlington and in the district. 
The visits of Miss Orme, LL.B., and subsequently of Lady 
Stevenson, and Mr. F. Stevenson, M.P., and the meetings 
addressed by them, were also alluded to. Besides public 
meetings, smaller meetings had been held during the year in 
the various wards, some of which had shown especial vigour. 
During the winter, sewing meetings were arranged for the 
making of garments for the distressed tenants on Glen. 
sharrold estate, county Limerick, and for the unfortunate 
people of Achill Island. Donations and money were 
generously given, members most kindly offered their houses 
for the holding of meetings, and four bales of clothing were 
quickly prepared. Appended to each article was a green 
card, bearing a message of goodwill to Ireland. The receipt 
of the clothing had been gratefully acknowledged ; and the 
association was assured that the miseries of these unfortunate 
tenants had been, to some extent, mitigated by the help sent 
from this town. The annual soiree was most successful, the 
speakers being Mrs. Byles (Bradford), Mrs. Dale, Mr. Sydney 
Morris (York), Mr. Fry, M.P., and others. Resolutions 


Darlington. 


condemning (1) the indignities inflicted on the chosen 
representatives and trusted leaders of the Irish people, and (2) 
congratulating Mr. Parnell on the Parnell Commission, were 
most enthusiastically carried. A third resolution, carried 
not less heartily, expressed to the borough member (Mr. 
Fry, M.P.) the appreciation of his persistent efforts and 
untiring devotion in the Liberal cause. (Applause.) 
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Mrs, David Dale wrote expressing her great regret that 
owing to a cold she was unable to be present at the meeting. 
She added—“TIt is disappointing, because I have been 
looking forward to it. You know how much a meeting 
of this sort interests me.” Councillor T. T. Sedgwick also 
wrote apologising for his absence, and regretting his inability 
to te present. 

The President said that prior to Mrs, Lloyd Jones leaving 
Darlington she had promised to read a paper to the associa- 
tion on “The Franchise in Ireland.” The lady had kindly 
prepared and forwarded the paper, which Miss Graham had 
undertaken to read to the meeti Introductory to the 
subject in hand, Mrs. Lloyd Jones said she looked back upon 
her connection with the Darlington Liberal Women’s Asso- 
ciation with unmixed pleasure. That and similar associa- 
tions were a practical reply to the taunt that women took no 
‘interest in politics, that all the apparent commotion was the 
work of a few noisy agitators. On the motion of the 
President, the hon. secretary was asked to convey to Mrs. 
Lloyd Jones the hearty thanks of the association for her 
instructive paper. 

Mr. George Lucas and Mr. J. H. Bell having 
addressed the meeting, 

Mr. T. Fry, M.P., who was greeted with warm applause, 
said it was a great pleasure to him to witness the enthusiasm 
which pervaded that association, as was manifested on the 
present occasion. The Darlington Liberal Women’s Asso- 
ciation was often spoken of at great meetings held in London 
in connection with that work, because it was almost the first 
branch to be formed, and was an example to very many 
others. The movement had extended enormously— 
(applause)—and Mr. Lucas might rest assured that the 
part of women in politics was now an accomplished fact, 
and it only remained for them to decide how great, and 
active, and influential that part should be. (Applause.) 
There were many indications showing how the Liberal party 
were gaining ground all over the country with reference to 
the great question of justice to Ireland, the latest sign being 
given by Marylebone at the recent election, when there was 
a very large diminution of votes on the Tory side. 
(Applause.) After denouncing the proposed Sugar Con- 
vention and expressing pleasure at the withdrawal of the 
scheme by the Government, and his approval of the measure 
forbidding children under ten years of age being employed 
in earning money, the hon. gentleman went on to speak of 
the Royal grants. In conclusion, Mr. Fry expressed his 
conviction that the town of Darlington and the country 
generally would ratify the course adopted by the Liberal 
party in reference to this question. (Loud applause.) 

Mr. J. G. Harbottle having given some useful hints 
relative to organisation, 

Miss Graham proposed a vote of thanks to the speakers. 

The motion was seconded by Mrs. F. Wood, who said a 
strong feeling existed in the north end of the town on the 
subject of Royal grants, and Mr. Fry’s vote was cordially 
endorsed there. (Applause.) She thought the House of 
Commons should be careful in voting millions for military 
and naval purposes, and have them as fully discussed as had 
been the Royal grants question. (Hear, hear.) 

The vote was carried with acclamation, and a similar 
compliment was cordially paid to the President (Mrs. Fry), 
= the proposition of Mrs. Knowles, seconded by Miss 

ucas. 


Tuts association have tendered to the 

Guildford, Right Honourable W. E. Gladstone and Mrs. 

Gladstone an illuminated address on the at- 

tainment of their golden wedding, in which they embodied 

their true appreciation of his great ability in just legislation 

and persevering efforts over a period of fifty years in the cause 

of liberty and freedom for the down-trodden and oppressed. 
The following letter has been received in reply :-— 

“16, James Street, Buckingham Gate, 


“Mr, and Mrs. Gladstone desire to express to the Guildford 


Division of the Women’s Liberal Association their sincere 
thanks for the very kindlyexpressed and gracefully illuminated 
address of congratulations which they have been good.enough 
to send them on the attainment of their golden wedding.” 


— 


AT a meeting of the executive committee of the 

burst, Hurst Women’s Liberal Association, July 23rd, it 

was unanimously decided that the sum of £2 2s, 

be sent to Mr. W. O’Brien, as a small contribution in aid of 
the Ponsonby tenantry. 


On Wednesday, July 31st, the members of 
S$pswicb. this Association held a meeting, which was 
altogether unique in the histcry of Ipswich 
politics. Nearly 1,100 members (all having paid their 
yearly subscripticns) assembled in the large grounds of 
Whitton White House, by the kind permission of N. 
Catchpole, Esq., who also gave a very handsome donation 
to the funds of the association. The weather, which was 
delightfully fine, and the attendance of a good brass band, 
contributed much to the enjoyment of the guests. An 
immense marquee had been erected, providing accommo- 
dation for more than a thousand people at one sitting, An 
excellent tea was served at 5-30, tickets for which had 
been given to each member on arrival. Opposite each 
guest was a small bouquet of flowers, the Liberal colour, 
yellow, predominating. When all were seated at the tables, 
to see so many women assembled together was a sight not 
easily forgotten, and made those anxious for the future 
politics of the town feel how impossible it was to estimate 
the effect of such a gathering, 


In the evening a meeting was held in front of the house, 
under the presidency of Mr. Catchpole. To this meeting 
Liberals of the other sex swelled the number of those present, 
and a splendid audience awaited the speakers. 

Mr. Handel Cossham, M.P. for Bristol, was the chief 
speaker, and was most thoroughly appreciated. At the out- 
set of his remarks he referred to the way in which the home- 
life of the country had been brightened and sweetened by 
the Liberal legislation of the past. 

The Rev. Canon Bulstrode, who takes a great interest 
in the association, and has contributed very much to its 
success, and also the Liberal candidate, Mr. D. Ford 
Goddard, addressed the meeting. 


On Tuesday, August 6th, an “At 

W@arylebone, Home” was given by Miss Bryce, at 35; 

Bryanston Square, W. The object was to 

bring together those members of the association who had 

worked so earnestly during the recent bye-election in East 

Marylebone. The candidate, Mr. George Leveson Gower, 

was present, and delivered an excellent address, whilst 

expressing his thanks for the assistance rendered him by the 
M.W.L.A. 


Margaret, Lady Sandhurst (President), after sum- 
marising the lessons to be drawn from the election, made a 
strong appeal for help during the registration. 

Like the preceding “At Home” given by the Misses 
Shaw-Lefevre, for the same purpose, this one was equally 
successful. 

In each instance a different set of invitations was issued, 
in order that all helpers should have an opportunity of 
meeting Mr. Leveson-Gower. 

Amongst others present at Miss Bryce’s were :—Countess 
Tolstoi, Mrs. John Holland, Miss O’Reilly, Miss O’Conor- 
Eccles, Mrs. Gibbs, Mrs. Windle, Mrs. Sherry, Mrs. Lord, 
Mrs. Rockall, Mrs. Meek, Miss Mockler, Mrs. Milford, Miss 
Rattray, Mrs. Quiller, &c., &c. 
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THE first trip to Hawarden organised 
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SouTHERN Division.—At a meeting of 


forth Meols. by the Liberals of Southport, and the ‘Wottingbam, the Executive Committee held on Friday, 


first trip ever arranged by the North 

Meols Women's Liberal Association, took place on Monday, 

the 29th of July. A more favourable day, so far as the 
weather was concerned, could not have been selected. 

The excursionists left Southport at 7-35, picking up pas- 


~ sengers at each station until Waterloo had ben reached and 


passed. At 10-30 the happy party landed at Broughton Hall 
station, and chartered waggonettes and spring carts to convey 
them to Hawarden Park. The park was entered by the gates 
leading from the village, and although the country through 
which they passed increased in loveliness after leaving Chester, 
yet the park surpassed it all. Dotted over all are large num- 
bers of splendid trees—oaks, beeches, walnuts, chestnuts, &c., 
and evidently our grand old leader will have timber to 
fell for many years tocome. Before reaching the modern 
residence a visit was paid to the ruins of the ancient 
castle, which dates from the 11th century. The ruins con- 
sist of the keep, a round tower 48 feet high, and in very 
good preservation ; a well-defined moat, several staircases, 
and a portion of the old banqueting hall. This part of the 
estate was rendered more interesting by reason of the 
historical description given by the park-keeper, an old 
retainer, who spoke with affectionate pride of the ex-premier, 
and of every member of his family. During the afternoon, 
the majority of the excursionists found their way to the 
historical old city of Chester, getting as far as Eaton Hall, 
the residence of the Duke of Westminster. The mem- 


bers of the association carried with them to Hawarden 
a beautifully illuminated address and a pair of hand- 
some serviette rings of bog oak, set with Irish 
pearls, and mounted in 18-carat gold, engraved with the 
monograms, “ W.E.G.” and “CG.,” the Irish harp, and 
the words, “Golden Wedding,” and “North Meols Women’s 
Liberal Association.” The rings were‘of entirely Irish manu- 
facture, and were supplied by Messrs. Hopkins and Hopkins, 
of Dublin. On account of the absence from home of Mr. 
and Mrs, Gladstone, the presents were given into the care of 
the housekeeper at the castle, where they are to hide until 
Mrs. Gladstone appoints a day to receive them in person. 
The following is a copy of the address :— 


To the Right Honourable W. E. Gladstone, M.P., and Mrs, 
Gladstone. 

We, the members and associates of the North Meols 
‘Women’s Liberal Association, Southport Parliamentary 
Division, offer to you, our venerable leader, and to Mrs. 
Gladstone, our president, our heartfelt good wishes and 
congratulations on the celebration of your golden wedding. 

Few in the providence of God are y Seen to enjoy together 
50 years of married life, and still fewer have given their 
country the privileges and advantages of their services as 
you have done for more than half a century. 

Your pure and noble lives, in public and in private, have 
been, and will ever continue to be, as beacon lights to us 
and to those who may come after us. 

Justice and charity to all men have been the watchwords 
of 2 eben lives, and we pray that the Great Giver of all good 
will spare you until you have given in all Christian charity 
that justice to our poor suffering sister isle that will bring 
to her peace and ied geiee & and will bring to you the 
crowning reward of lives nobly spent in the Master’s service, 
‘*The well done, good and faithful servants.” We now, on 
behalf of our association, ask i ur acceptance of an Irish 
memento of your Golden Wedding. 

Rings are the general accompaniment of weddings. May 
these rings, which we offer you, be the symbol of the great 
Home Rule ring which you have made to unite the sister 
isle with the prontas isle, a union of hearts and hands which 

n 


will admit of no divorce and no separation, but will be 
lasting as the eternal love. 
Signed,— 


Mary E, PILKINGTON, President. 


HELEN E. RIMMER, 
EmtLy M. FostEr, 
ANNIE CRAIG REID, 
Amy 


M. MANDER, 
Mary HovueutTon, Treasurer. 
Mary Evans, Hon. Secretary. 
J. CALLENDER Moss, Hon. Corresponding Secretary, 
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July roth, the following resolution was 
unanimously carried: “This meeting protests against any 
further grants of public money being made to any member of 
the Royal family other than the reigning sovereign and the 
heir apparent.” A copy of this resolution has been forwarded 
to Mr. Arnold Morley, M.P., Mr. H. S. Wright, M.P., and 
Mr. Broadhurst, M.P. The following resolution, passed on 
June 2oth, has been sent to the Executive Committee of the 
Nottingham Women’s Liberal Association: “The committee 
of the Southern Division Women’s Liberal Association wish- 
ing to affiliate with the Nottingham Women’s Liberal Associa- 
tion, will be glad to know on what terms and conditions they 
can do so, and also what advantages would be granted in re- 
turn, and they desire their secretary to write for full informa- 
tion on the question, which shall be placed before each ward 
association for their consideration.” The following resolution 
has been forwarded by the secretary of the Nottingham 
Women’s Liberal Association in reply: “This Executive 
Committee is of opinion that it is not desirable to alter the 
present rules as to affiliated associations, and considers that 
divisional associations can only affiliate on those terms as 
branch associations.” The above resolutions have, therefore, 
been forwarded to each of the ward associations in the 
southern division, with a copy of the present rule for affilia- 
tion with the Nottingham Women’s Liberal Association, which 
is as follows: ‘Rule VII. Affiliated As-ociations.—‘ Any 
ward or district forming an independent association may be- 
come affiliated with this association upon payment of an 
annual subscription of not less than sixpence for each 
member.’” 


By the kind permission of F. J. Colman, 
Wiorwicb, Esq., M.P., an open-air meeting was held on 
Tuesday evening, July 23rd, in the garden, 
Carrow House, when a large number of members and their 
friends assembled in the dell to hear speeches on questions of 
the day from their president, Miss Laura E. Colman, J. H. 
Tillett, Esq., and Councillor M. P. Squirrell. Considerable 
enthusiasm was imparted to the proceedings by the hearty 
singing of Ebenezer Elliott's corn law hymn, “God save the 
People,” accompanied by the Carrow Works Band, which 
gave a fine selection of music previous to the meeting, at the 
close of which a number of new members were enrolled. The 
total number of members has now reached 600. 


THE following resolution was passed at the 
Plymoutb, Plymouth Women’s Liberal Association: 
“That the Plymouth Women’s Liberal 
Association pass a vote of thanks to Mr. Labouchere, Mr. 
Story, and the Radical minority for their consistent opposi- 
tion to the Royal Grants, and urge them, on all similar occa- 
sions, to remain true to their principles.” 


THE usual monthly meeting was held on 

Reading. Thursday evening, when Mrs. G. Stewart pre- 
sided. A very able and interesting paper on 

the House of Lords was read by Mr. Critchley. The lecturer 
said that the reason the question of ending or mending the 
House of Lords had lately been lying dormant, was because 
the present House of Commons is strongly in sympathy with 


the anti-democratic spirit prevailing in the Lords. It isionly — 
when the people send a Liberal majority pledged to advocate _ 


2 ee 


and accomplish a Radical programme that the tug of wat.is 


ad 
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felt. The House of Lords (mainly landlords) is representative 
of all that is privileged, and of much that is menacing to 
progress and freedom. How weak and foolish is the idea 
of hereditary law-makers is shown by the numerous examples 
of the eldest sons of great men who not unfrequently possess 
very inferior mental capacities to that of their fathers. How 
is it that this idea has been allowed to exist, and produce 
such disastrous results, by a people claiming the right of self- 
government? Simply, since the first Reform Bill, by the 
peers giving way when they cuuld no longer resist the will of 
the people, and also by the apathy of lame Liberalism in 
not systematically attacking the House of Lords. The 
reforms the peers have opposed, temporarily defeated, and 
maimed as much as they dared, are a long list in every 
reformer’s memory. Also the opposition they have shown 
to the repeal of harsh and unjust measures is another list 
telling against them, in the repeal of capital punishment for 
offences such as “ injuring a bridge,” “cutting down young 
trees,” “shooting rabbits,” “threatening letters,” &c. How 
can this obstruction be removed from the path of progress? 
ist plan: By an Act. ‘That the creation of peerages 
shall cease from now and henceforth.” So allowing the 
House to die a natural death. 2nd plan: That the Queen’s 
writ be not issued for summoning the Lords’ attendance at 
Westminster High Court of Parliament. 3rd plan: That 
the Commons refuse (in supply) expenses for maintenance of 
the House of Lords. An animated discussion followed in 
which many present took part. An exceilent programme of 
music, singing, and recitation was subsequently carried out 
by Miss Wiltshire, Miss Ellis, Miss Hale, Mr. Wiltshire, and 
others. 


Matt Mii Lane Brancu.—On Tues- 
day, 3oth ult, Mrs. H. G. Reid, the 
president, and Miss Orme visited Malt 
Mill Lane and attended one of the regular 
fortnightly sewing meetings held by this earnest band of 
Liberal workers. A good many women, not a few with 
clean, healthy-looking infants in their arms, had assembled 
in the chapel, which the Rev. Mr. Taylor, a generous friend 
of the Liberal cause, allows the association free use of for 
their meetings. Mrs, Hickman, the president of the branch, 
explained that although the committee had recommended that 
the meetings should be discontinued during the hot weather, 
since most people regard the season as one rather for recrea- 
tion than for work, yet their members had gone on regularly 
every fortnight, and were anxious now to arrange for an out- 
door excursion in which they might all take part. After 
singing a hymn to the harmonium accompaniment played by 
Miss Plant, the energetic secretary of the North Worcester 
Association, Mrs. H. G. Reid briefly addressed the meeting. 
She spoke sympathetically to the mothers she saw before her, 
most of whom were nail makers at very low wages, and said 
her desire was to see the little;children released from work, 
so that they might lay in the stock of education which would 
be to them a fortune in after-life ; and she also longed to 
see the old people able to rest. She could not bear to think 
of poor old grandmothers still working hard for many long 
hours when their strength was: not really equal to it. Mrs. 
Reid then spoke of the'recent strike, and proposed a hearty 
vote of thanks. to Mr. Hingley, M.P., for the active part he 


had taken in bringing the matter to a successful issue. This 
was seconded by Mrs. Hickman, and carried with enthusiasm. 
Mrs. Reid also spoke of a recent occurrence in the locality, 
where the Tories have been showing their love of boycotting 
by appointing an ineligible person as overseer, who had after- 


Hortb 
Worcester. 


wards to be removed, instead of appointing the Liberal over- 
seers desired by the ratepayers. Miss Orme then addressed 
the meeting, and complimented the women of the district 


for their regular attendance and earnest desire to become 
instructed in politics. She said in London it was easy 
enough to arrange meetings and get plenty of people to 
speak, but the difficulty was to get the women to attend. 


thanks to Mrs. Reid, Miss Orme, and Miss Plant for their 
attendance, which was seconded by Miss Hall, the branch 
secretary. Mrs. Reid and Miss Orme, before leaving the 
district, visited some of the shops where women were 
employed in making nails, and heard their account of the 
long hours and low rate of paymient. The members of the 
branch were invited by Mrs. Reid to tea in Warley 
Park, on Bank Holiday, and Mrs. Hickman, their president, 
promised a full atten 

other branches of the North Worcester Association, but it is 
intended that they shall arrange for their annual meeting at 


a later date, as they do most of their political work during 
the winter months. 


Wiest Bromwich, meeting of workers was held in this 


Miss Orme explained the method of forming and carrying 
on a Women’s Liberal Association. It was then proposed 
and seconded that the ladies present should form a pro- 
visional committee, with power to add to their number, and 
that five persons—including Mrs. Rollason and Mrs. H. G. 
Reid, of Warley Halli—should form a sub-committee to draw 
up rules. Mr. Strachey, the Liberal candidate, proposed a 
vote of thanks to Miss Orme, which was seconded by Mrs. 
Strachey, and carried unanimously. Miss Orme then pro- 
posed a vote of thanks to Mrs, Rollason for taking the chair, 
and this was carried by acclamation. Mr. Grove Shaw 
kindly undertook to convene the ladies’ committee until their 
own officers should be appointed. 


of the West Bromwich Liberal Association, in the premises 
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She hoped they would one day form a Women’s Trades Union. 
After some more singing, Mrs. Hickman proposed a vote of 


nce on their part. There are two 


On Monday evening, July 30, a 


borough, Mrs. Rollason presiding. 


On July 31st a garden party was held under the auspices 


at the back of the Liberal Club in Paradise Street. In the 
evening the leaders of the party delivered political addresses. 
Among those present were Mr. Michael Conway, M.P., Mr. 
and Mrs. E. Strachey, Miss Orme, LL.B., Councillors T. 
Rollason, G. Garratt, S. Pitt, and J. Phillips; Messrs. G 
Church, D. B. Meese, James Clark, J. E. Cox, the Rev. T. 
P. Hookey, &c. Mr. W. Lawley denied that the West 
Bromwich Liberal Club was going to be closed, as had been 
rumoured. He moved a resolution offering a hearty welcome 
to Miss Orme and Miss Conway, and expressing a hope 
that an Imperial Parliament would be established in Ireland, 
subject to the Parliament in England. Mr. T. Rollason 
seconded and Mr. E. Strachey supported. The resolution 
being carried, Mr. Conway addressed the meeting on the 
Irish question. Miss Orme advocated the claims of the 
Women’s Liberal Federation, and pointed out the necessity 
of their work in order to counteract the work of the Primrose 
dames. Mr. Grove Shaw moved a vote of thanks to the 


chairman, the resolution being seconded by Mr. Clark, and 
carried, after which the meeting concluded. 


Warwick and 
Leamington. 


THE Warwick and Leamington 
Women’s Liberal Association sent off 
on August 1st a great bale of clothing 
to Canon Keller, Youghal, Co. Cork, for the poor evicted 
peasantry of the district. It consisted of neatly-repaired 
clothing and newly-made garments, the work of the associa- 
tion sewing parties, which have been warmly supported by 
the members, many of the women giving most kindly 
presents of material as well as contributing their time. 
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